Dr. Saul Hertz PoSeS a QueStion
Long before the first atomic bomb of World War II, Dr. Saul Hertz (1905 Hertz ( -1950 
tHe FirSt PatientS
In late 1940, Dr. Hertz began using the cyclotron to produce sodium iodide 130 ( 130 I) and 131 I, which he used in studies involving patients with Graves hyperthyroidism (5). In early 1941, he administered 130 I to the first patients at MGH (Fig. 2) . Gradually, a series of about 30 patients were treated and underwent follow-up ( Fig. 3 and 4) until Dr. Hertz joined the US Navy during the war years.
After the war, there was considerable interest in using atomic energy for peaceful purposes. In May 1946, the Journal of the American Medical Association published an article on use of radioactive iodine therapy in hyperthyroidism by Drs. Hertz and Roberts (6), reflecting the success of this treatment in the first series of patients during a 5-year follow-up (Fig. 4) . This firmly launched the use of radioactive iodine therapy, which has become a standard treatment for Graves disease. 
uSe oF nuclear FiSSion in cancer treatment
In 1946, Dr. Hertz established the Radioactive Isotope Research Institute (Boston, Massachusetts), with a major focus on use of fission products for treatment of thyroid cancer, goiter, and other malignant tumors. He extensively studied the use of radioactive iodine in the treatment of thyroid cancer (7) and the application of radioactive phosphorus and isotopic studies in the assessment of the influence of hormones on cancer (8, 9) .
remembering Saul Hertz, mD
Saul Hertz was a brilliant scholar and researcher who devoted his life to scientific work. He authored more than 30 scientific publications on thyroid physiology and on thyroid disease and its treatment. Dr. Hertz pioneered the use of radioiodine as a tracer in studying thyroid physiology and was the first to administer therapeutic doses of radioactive iodine to treat thyroid disease. Former First Lady Mrs. Barbara Bush, who was successfully treated for thyroid disease, wrote to Dr. Hertz's wife, Vitta Hertz: "It is comforting to know that so many people are well because of the scientific expertise of people like Dr. Hertz."
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